
y
ABTS 10 Reasons to Support the Arts in 2020

Thearts are fundamental to our humanity. They ennoble and inspire us—fostering creativity, goodness, and

beauty. Thearts bring us joy, help us expressour values, and build bridges betweencultures. The arts are also a

fundamental componentof a healthy community—strengthening them socially, educationally, and

economically—benefits that persist even in difficult social and economic times.

10.

Arts improve individual well-being. 69% of the population believe the arts “lift me up beyond everyday experiences,” 73%

feel the arts give them “pure pleasure to experience andparticipate in,” and 81 percent say the arts are a “positive

experience in a troubled world.”

Arts unify communities. 72% of Americans believe “the arts unify our communities regardless of age, race, and ethnicity”

and 73% agree thatthe arts “helps me understand othercultures better”—a perspective observedacrossall demographic

and economic categories.

Arts improve academic performance. Students engaged in arts learning have higher GPAs, standardized test scores, and

college-going rates as well as lower drop-out rates. These academic benefits are reaped by students regardlessof socio-

economicstatus. Yet, the Department of Education reports that access to arts education for students of coloris

significantly lower than fortheir white peers. 91% of Americansbelieve that arts are part of a well-rounded K-12

education.

Arts strengthen the economy. The productionofall arts and cultural goodsin the U.S. (e.g., nonprofit, commercial,

education) added $804billion to the economyin 2016,including a $25 billion international trade surplus—alarger share of

the nation’s economy (4.3%) than transportation, tourism, and agriculture (U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis). The

nonprofit arts industry alone generates $166.3 billion in economic activity annually—spending by organizations and their

audiences—which supports 4.6 million jobs and generates $27.5 billion in government revenue.

Arts drive tourism and revenueto local businesses. Attendees at nonprofit arts events spend $31.47perperson, per

event, beyond the cost of admission on items such as meals, parking, and babysitters—valuable commerceforlocal

businesses. 34% of attendeeslive outside the countyin whichthe arts eventtakes place; they average $47.57 in event-

related spending. Arts travelers are ideal tourists, staying longer and spending more to seek out authentic cultural

experiences.

Arts spark creativity and innovation. Creativity is among the top five applied skills sought by business leaders, per the

Conference Board’s Ready to Innovate report—with 72% saying creativity is of high importance when hiring. Research on

creativity shows that Nobellaureates in the sciences are 17 times morelikely to be actively engagedin the arts than other

scientists.

Arts drive the creative industries. The Creative Industries are arts businesses that range from nonprofit museums,

symphonies, and theatersto for-profit film, architecture, and design companies. A 2017 analysis of Dun & Bradstreet data

counts 673,656 businessesin the U.S. involved in the creationordistribution of the arts—4.01% of all businesses and

2.04% ofall employees. (Get a free local Creative Industry report for your community here.)

Arts havesocial impact. University of Pennsylvania researchers have demonstratedthat a high concentration ofthe arts in

a city leads to higher civic engagement, moresocial cohesion, higher child welfare, and lower povertyrates.

Arts improve healthcare. Nearly one-half of the nation’s healthcare institutions provide arts programmingfor patients,

families, and even staff. 78% deliver these programs becauseoftheir healing benefits to patients—shorter hospital stays,

better pain management, and less medication.

Arts for the health and well-being of our military. The arts heal the mental, physical, and moral injuries of war for military

servicemembers and Veterans, whorank the creative arts therapies in the top four(out of 40) interventions and

treatments. Across the military continuum,the arts promoteresilience during pre-deployment, deployment, and the

reintegration of military servicemembers, Veterans, their families, and caregivers into communities.

www.AmericansForTheArts.org
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AMERICANS What Americans Say Aboutthe Arts
““ARTS

Americansare highly engagedin the arts and believe more strongly than everthat the arts promote

personal well-being, help us understand other cultures in our community, are essential to a well-

rounded K-12 education, and that governmenthas an importantrole in funding the arts.

1.

10.

11.

12.

“The arts provide meaning to our lives.” 69% of Americans believe thearts “lift me up beyond everyday

experiences,” 73% feel the arts give them “pure pleasure to experience and participate in,” and 81% say the

arts are a “positive experience in a troubled world.”

“The arts unify our communities.” The personal benefits of the arts extend beyond the individual to the
community. 72% believe “the arts unify our communities regardless of age, race, and ethnicity” and 73% agree

that the arts “helps me understand othercultures better.”

“Most of us seekoutarts experiences.” Nearly three-quarters of the adult population (72%) attended an arts
or cultural event during the previous year, such as the theater, museum,zoo, or a musical performance.

“We experiencethe arts in unexpected places.” Americansalso enjoy the arts in "non-traditional" venues,
such as a symphonyin the park, a performancein an airport, or exhibitions in a hospital or shopping mall

(70%).

“There is near universal support for arts education.” 91% agree that the arts are part of a well-rounded K-

12 education. Over 90% say students should receive an educationin the arts in elementary school, middle

school, and high school. 89% say the arts should also be taught outside of the classroom in the community.

“We support governmentarts fundingat all levels.” Most Americans approveofarts funding bylocal

government(60%), state government(58%), federal government (54%), and by the National Endowmentfor

the Arts (64%).

“We will vote for candidates whoincrease arts funding.” 53% support increasing federal government

spending on nonprofit arts organizations (vs. 22% against). Americans are twiceas likely to vote fora
candidate whoincreasesfederal arts spending from 45 cents to $1 per person than against one (37% vs. 18%).

“We makeart in our personaltime.” Half of all Americans are personally involved in art-making activities

such aspainting, singing in a choir, making crafts, writing poetry, or playing music (47%).

“Creativity boosts job success.” 55% of employed adults say their job requires them to “be creative and
comeupwith ideas that are new and unique.” An even greater proportion (60%) say that the more creative

and innovative theyare at their job, the more successful they are in the workplace.

“Cultural institutions add value to our community.” Whether people engage with thearts or not, 90%

believe cultural facilities (theaters, museums, sculpture parks, neighborhoodarts centers) improve quality of

life, and 86% believe cultural facilities are important to local business and the economy.

“We donateto the arts.” 24% of the population donatedto anarts, culture, or public broadcasting

organization in the previous year. Donors weretypically younger and had higher incomes and education.

“Not everyone in my community has equal accessto the arts.” Despite many benefits that the arts bring to

individuals and communities, just 50% believe that “everyonein their community has equal access to the

arts.”

Americans Speak Out AbouttheArts in 2018, conducted by Ipsos Public Affairs for Americans for the Arts in 2018, is based on a nationally

representative sample of 3,023 adults.

www.AmericansForTheArts.org/PublicOpinion
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How Visual Arts Education Helps Students Learn, Achieve and Thrive

Visual arts can be a powerful discipline to support success throughout a student’s education,

both within and outside of school settings. We experience visual arts each day, whether

through our owncreativity or everyday objects, such as the design of a cereal box or logo

of a favorite sports team. For students, engaging with visual arts might take place during an

art class, through a trip to an art museum or by participating in an arts-integrated English

class. As students learn to create, respond and connect to their surroundings, experiences

with visual arts help them to gain skills that positively impact their school experience. The

Arts Education Partnership reviewed multiple research studies identified within ArtsEdSearch

— a hational clearinghouse of rigorous arts education research — to better understand the

role visual arts play in student success. The body of research AEP examined suggests that

participating In visual arts can:

Cultivate skills for learning.

Boost students’ academic achievement.

Enhance the educational experience of

traditionally underserved students.

RIGHT: Abigail Rumpp, L&N STEM Academy, Knoxville, TN 



 

  

 



Visual arts education boosts students’

academic achievement.

When students engage in visual arts education, they can experience

achievementin other facets of their education that they may not have otherwise

experienced, Research indicates that visual arts education can impact other

areas of achievement in the following ways:

Enhanceswriting quality and early reading skills. |n one study, drawing

before writing helped students formulate ideas and led to better quality

of Writing and storytelling.* Researchers also found a correlation between

visual arts training and awareness of spoken language in young readers.°

Contributes to postsecondary success. Arts students are more likely than

their non-arts peers to graduate, attend a postsecondary school and earn

a four-year college degree. In college, engagement with visual arts can

have a range of positive impacts, from better performance on geometry

tasks to increased observational accuracy for medical students.®

Improves test scores. In one study of fourth-grade students in

four Ohio elementary schools, researchers found that students

participating In an arts-rich curriculum performed better on

proficiency tests in math, science and social studies than students

with less access to the arts.”

FAR LEFT: Savana Olivas, Xavier College Preparatory, Phoenix, AZ

LEFT: Joanna Zhu, Walton High School, Marietta, GA 
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TOP LEFT: Ania Johnson, Alexar

Palm Beach, FL
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Full list of NYSSBA RESOLUTION PROPOSALS AVAILABLE HERE:

https://www.nyssba.org/clientuploads/nyssba_pdf/gr/prop-bla-res-08272021.pdf

PROPOSED RESOLUTION8 Submitted by: The Hendrick Hudson SchoolBoard (7/8/21)

RESOLVED,that the New York State School Boards Association supports updates to the Open Meetings

Law to allow for School Board Trustees to attend meetings remotely via video conferencing without

disclosing their location and without permitting public in-person accessto an individual trustee's remote

location.

RATIONALE Current Open Meetings Law requires a trustee to disclose and open their remote location to

the public to observea trustee participating in a public meeting. This seems completely unintuitive and

archaic given current technology capabilities. Trustees should be able to participate remotely when

issues preclude their attendanceat an in-person meeting. Through the suspensionofcertain provisions

of the Open Meetings Law during the pandemic, Trustees and the public have been able to attend Board

meetings via remote audio and video attendance,resulting in much greater participation in our

meetings. These revisions to the Open Meetings Law would provide flexibility for trustees to attend

meetings when they cannot be at a meeting in person and would not compromise the public's ability to

observe the meeting. The public would havetheability to listen to and view both remote and in-person

participantsvia: the live stream, the main public meeting location, or the recording of the meeting.

PROPOSED RESOLUTION 9 Submitted by: The Croton-Harmon School Board and AlbanyCity School

Board (7/13/21)

RESOLVED,that the New York State School Boards Association supports legislation to amend the Open

Meetings Law (the "OML") to (a) provide enhanced opportunities for the conducting of business at a

meeting of a public body through the use of remote meeting technology; (b) authorize committeesof a

public body to meet through the use of videoconferencing without a fixed location for the meeting, and

(c) eliminate the requirement that a public body subject to the OML identify the location(s) from which a

memberofthe public bodywill be attending the meeting remotely and eliminate the requirement that

membersof the public be accorded the right to attend such meetings at those remotelocations.

RATIONALE Schoolboardsstrongly support the purposeandintent of the OML (Article 7 of the Public

Officers Law) becauseit is essential that the public have an opportunity to observe discussions and

deliberations of school boards and otherpublic bodies. Further, school boards desire to conduct their

business meetings in person. However, as recognized by the OML, circumstances mayarise in which a

memberof a public body is unable to attend a meeting in person. Current law states: "A public body

that uses videoconferencing to conduct its 12 meetings shall provide an opportunity for the public to

attend,listen and observe at anysite at which a memberparticipates." Public Officers Law, $103(c)]

Currentlaw also states: "If videoconferencing is used to conduct a meeting, the public notice for the

meeting shall inform the public that videoconferencing will be used, identify the locations for the

meeting, and state that the public has the right to attend the meeting at any of the locations." [Public

Officers Law, $104(4)]

On March 7, 2020 becauseof the coronavirus pandemic, Governor Andrew Cuomoissued Executive

Order 212, which among other emergency measures suspended the OML requirementsthat public



bodies conduct inperson meetings and that they provide notice of the locations from which membersof

the public body were attending such meetings. For more than oneyear after the issuance of the

Executive Order and its extension by successive orders of the Governor, until the Governor's order of

June 25, 2021, cancelling the suspension of the OML requirements of in person meetings, public bodies

conducted business remotely, with full opportunity for the public to attend, listen and observe, using

videoconferencing technology such as Zoom, Google Meets, and Microsoft Teams. Public bodies,

including school boards, have gained valuable knowledge and experiencein utilizing videoconferencing

technology to make meetings moreaccessible to the public and moreefficient for members of those

public bodies.

Uponthe expiration of the suspension of these OMLprovisions, public bodies (including school boards)

are no longerableto utilize videoconferencing technology as they did during the period of the pandemic

emergency. The OMLshould be amended to enable public bodies to utilize this technology in the

conduct of meetings in a mannerthat ensures that the public has appropriate opportunity to observe,

attend, and participate. The use of videoconferencing technology wasparticularly useful to enable

school boards committees and subcommittees to engage in their work. The OML defines "public body"

to include a committee or subcommittee or other similar body of such public body." [Public Officers

Law, $102(2)] Thus, board committees and subcommittees (other than advisory committees and task

forces that include non-members) are subject to the OML's location and notice provisions. [see OML-

AO-5331 (Committee on Open Government, Dec. 11. 2012) (“the legislative history of [the OML]clearly

indicates that committee or subcommittee consisting solely of members of a governing bodyisitself a

public body.")] During the suspension of the OML, school board committees functioned effectively

through the use of videoconferencing technology, since board members were able to participate

remotely without needing to travel to a designated meeting location and without disruption to work or

family obligations. Similarly, school administrators were able to participate in committee discussions

from their respective offices or other locations (including from homeif the administrator was working

remotely). Members of the public were accordedfull opportunity to attend,listen to and observe

committee meetings remotely through the use of videoconferencing technology. The OML should be

amendedto enable public bodies to conduct committee meetings entirely by videoconferencing, with

appropriate opportunity for membersof the public to attend the remote meetings in the mannerthat

worked so effectively for school board committees and those of other municipalities for well over a

year.

Additionally, during the suspension of the OML, members of public bodies participated in meetings from

remotelocations without identifying their location. Members of the public have attended numerous

meetings remotely in the more than one year that the OML notice and location provisions were

suspended-and with only a very few exceptions such meetings have been conductedefficiently and with

full opportunity for the public to observe the conduct of public business. Almost all school districts and

other public bodies have long providedlive stream access to their meetings through videoconferencing

and/or social media platforms, even as membersof the public attend meetings in personat their

noticed location.

The past year and a half has demonstrated how remote participation in meetings of public bodies has

enhanced the conducting of public business withoutlimiting the access of members of the public to such

meetings. Revealing the location of membersparticipating remotely is not necessary to ensure that the

public can attend and observe a meeting. Since meetings of a public body are noticed and conductedat



a designated location, 13 members of the public can attend the meeting at the designatedlocation,in

the same manneras they would if every memberofthe public body is present-and the memberor

membersparticipating remotely will be seen by everyone attending at the meeting location (as well as

those who are watching the proceedings throughlive streaming).

Thus, requiring members of public bodies to open their homes,offices, or other remotelocationis

unnecessary to ensurethe public has full opportunity to attend. Further, and of major concern,

revealing remotelocations of participating members of a school board or other public body creates a

safety or security risk to those members whoareparticipating from their residences or other

unprotected locations, and public notice of a member's participation from a location outside the

community signals that their residenceis likely unoccupied, thereby inviting unlawful entry of their

homes. Membersof public bodies should not be forced to place their (and their families') personal

safety or properly in jeopardy whenthey engagein their civic duty through videoconferencing. For this

additional reason, the OML should be amended to remove the requirementthata participating

member's remote location be publicized and that the public be permitted to attend the meetingatthis

remote location

PROPOSED RESOLUTION 10 Submitted by: The Croton Harmon SchoolBoard (7/13/21)

RESOLVED,that the NewYork State School Boards Association supports revision of the Child Safety Zone

statute [Education Law §3635-b] and implementing regulations of the State Education Departmentto

establish a more flexible and meaningful set of criteria for the determination of a Child Safety Zone for

which a school district may provide student transportation as an ordinary contingent expense.

RATIONALE The Education Law establishes statutory mileage limits for transportation of students(a

distance of 2 miles from school for elementary school students, and 3 miles from school for middle and

high school students), and authorizes schooldistricts, upon voter approval in a referendum,to establish

mileage limits that are lower than the statutory limits. These mileage limits are administered and

interpreted solely by measuring the distance from the student's hometo a designated place on the

groundsof the school by the most direct vehicle route, without regard to the route a child would need

to traverse as a pedestrian or bicyclist to travel to and from school. School district provided

transportation that does notfall within the mileage limits is not eligible for State transportation aid

unless a Child Safety Zoneis created.

Education Law §3635-b(1) authorizes boards of education, as an exception to the stated mileagelimits,

to adopt a resolution establishing a Child Safety Zone-an area that would be too close to the school to

be eligible for transportation but for which students’ most direct walking route to schoolwill traverse a

hazardous zone. However, the State Education Departmentregulations implementing this statute [17

N.Y.C.R.R. Part 191], unchanged since 1993, mandatethat a school district can only establish a Child

Safety Zone using a complex andinflexible "point system" to determine whether student pedestrians

are placed in sufficient danger that a Child Safety Zone can be established. Application of this "point

system"requires school districts in each instance in which a district desires to establish a Child Safety

Zone, to conduct an extensive traffic study, analyzing numerous variables and assigning points to them.

Only if the number of points meet or exceed a numerical threshold may a school district choose to

create a Child Safety Zone.



Theseinflexible statute and regulationsfail to take into account the assessmentby a school district of

local conditions that are unsafe for its students, particularly at the earlier grades, and leads to the

perverse result that school districts establish lower mileage limits than necessary or desired to ensure
that those students whofacesignificant danger in walking to schoolwill be provided transportation. As

one example, in the CrotonHarmonschool district, a state route, used by commuters and commercial

vehicles, is located 3/10 miles from 14 the K-4 elementary school. Traffic control measuresthat are

referenced in the regulations are unavailable or would be inadequate to enable small children to cross

the state route safely, particularly in the morning when commuters and operators of commercial

vehicles are rushing to their destinations. Applying the "point system", the portion of the community

across the state route from the elementary school would not accrue enoughpoints to meetthe criteria

of a hazardous zone. To ensure studentsafety, the schooldistrict has established the mileage limit for

transportof all elementary school students at 3/10 miles. Consequently, the school district incurs
significant expensesfor providing transportation to elementary students who do not require busing for
safety reasons and discourages students from the healthy exercise of walking or biking to and from
school each day.

Manyschooldistricts throughout the State face similar perverse consequences becauseoftheinflexible
"point system"set forth in SED regulations. In 2019, NYSSBA recognizedtheillogic of the current Child
Safety Zone provisions when the delegates adopted a resolution supportinglegislation to expand the
definition of Child Safety Zonesto include neighborhoodswith high crimerates or with deteriorating
vacant buildings that create safety hazards. (As of June 2021, the Legislature has approved such
legislation [S.5719/A.7242] that, if signed by the Governor, would addviolent crime rates and the
density of vacant properties as conditions that can be used to justify the creation of a Child Safety Zone.)
Rather than a piecemeal approachto revision ofavailability of Child Safety Zones, NYSSBA should
support a comprehensive review andrevision of the Child Safety Zone statute and regulations to
empowerschooldistricts to make their own reasonable determinations as to when deviations from

mileagelimits are necessary for safety of their students, without jeopardizing a district's State

transportation aid.


